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Ms. Roz Syendnejad

Roz Seyedneja is a double UBC alumna with a BASc in Civil Engineering (1998) and an M.Eng. in
Structural Engineering (2000), and she also holds an EMBA from SFU (2006). An experienced
engineer and business leader, Roz has built a diverse career across engineering, technology, and
innovation. She is the Founder and CEO of Stratesol Consulting, specializing in innovation strategy
and non-dilutive funding; the Co-Founder and COO of Offerland, a real estate technology platform;
and the Chief Corporate Officer of SenseNet, a company advancing early wildfire detection

technology across high-risk regions.

Roz began her career in project management and business development with global engineering
firms, including AtkinsRéalis, Fluor, and Hatch. She has contributed to several boards and
committees, currently serving on the Board of North Shore Family Services, with past roles at the
BC Construction Roundtable, West Vancouver Arts Facilities Advisory Committee, Hollyburn
Country Club, and Mulgrave School. She remains active in the startup ecosystem through advisory

roles and angel investing.

Committed to advancing Canada'’s innovation landscape, Roz is also deeply engaged in community
and industry initiatives. Outside of work, she enjoys skiing, hiking, biking, and golfing with her
family.
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Dr. Amiee Chan
PhD, MBA, ICD

Dr. Amiee Chan is a technology executive, entrepreneur, and innovator with more than 20 years of
experience in executive leadership, research and development, and commercialization of advanced
technologies. As Chief Executive Officer of Norsat International since 2006, she has led the
company's strategic growth and diversification, driving innovation across satellite communications,
robotics, drones, and artificial intelligence while delivering sustained revenue growth and global
market expansion.

Under Dr. Chan's leadership, Norsat has earned industry recognition for technological excellence,
including a BC Export Award for Advancing Technology & Innovation. She has been inducted into
the Women's Executive Network (WXN) Top 100 Hall of Fame and was recognized in
PROFIT/Chatelaine’s list of Top Female Entrepreneurs for her contributions to Canadian business
and technology.

Dr. Chan holds an Executive MBA from Simon Fraser University, specializing in Strategy and New
Ventures, and a Ph.D. in Satellite Communications from the University of British Columbia. A
prolific innovator, she has authored more than a dozen technical publications and holds three U.S.
patents.

Beyond her corporate leadership, Dr. Chan is committed to advancing innovation, talent
development, and technology commercialization in Canada. She serves on the Board of Directors
of Mitacs and is a member of the UBC Engineering Advisory Council, helping to shape the future of
engineering, research, and innovation.

Through her leadership in satellite communications, robotics, drones, and Al, Dr. Chan continues
to champion the development of Canadian technology solutions that address complex challenges
and create global opportunities.
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Mr. Geordie Henderson

Mr. Henderson is a Vancouver-based technology organization leader who has been building
software companies, teams and products for over 15 years.

He is currently the SVP, Engineering at Bench in Vancouver. Prior to this he was the VP Software
Development at Hootsuite.

Mr. Henderson serves on the Board of Directors at the BC Safety Authority.

He is also an active speaker, investor and advisor in the Canadian start-up community

Mark Adams
BASc, MBA, FIMMM, FGC (Hon), Peng

Mark Adams is Vice President of North America West at Sedgman, an international mining
engineering and project delivery consulting firm. He has over 20 years' experience in projects,
engineering, operations, and technology having worked in progressively senior roles with BHP, Rio
Tinto, Glencore, Teck, Freeport-McMoRan, Metso, and AtkinsRéalis.

He holds a Bachelor of Applied Science in Mining Engineering and a Master of Business
Administration both from the University of British Columbia as well as executive education from
Oxford and Aalto Universities and the Institute of Corporate Directors. He is a registered
Professional Engineer in British Columbia, a Fellow of Engineers Canada, and an Honorary Fellow of
Geoscientists Canada. In 2021, he was included on Business in Vancouver's 40 Under 40 list and
named one of the 500 Most Influential Business Leaders in BC in 2022 and 2023.

Alongside his full-time work, Mark is well-known for his professional and community service
having worked 13 years as a reserve officer in the Canadian Armed Forces while also sitting on
boards and committees for numerous non-profit organizations, notably as a Past President of
Engineers and Geoscientists BC, a current Director of Engineers Canada, and current member of
the Canadian Engineering Accreditation Board. For this work, he has been recognized with the
Canadian Sovereign's Medal for Volunteers and the Canadian Mineral Processors' Ray MacDonald
Volunteer Award.
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Ms. Patricia M. Mohr
Honours B.A. and an M.A. in Economics

Patricia M. Mohr is the former Vice-President, Economics and Commodity Market Specialist at
Scotiabank's Executive Offices in Toronto, where she worked closely for thirty years with
Corporate and Investment Banking - including the Mining and Oil & Gas Teams - and with
International Banking and Global Risk Management. Pat prepared the metal and oil & gas price
forecasts for credit evaluations at home & abroad and advised Scotiabank’s international clients.

Ms. Mohr developed the ‘Scotiabank Commodity Price Index’ - the first Index designed to measure
price trends for Canadian commodities in export markets - and wrote a widely read monthly report
on commodity market developments. Pat has been a frequent speaker at international mining
conferences - including ‘China Mining' in Beijing and Tianjin, the ‘International Gold and Silver
Symposium” in Lima Peru, Rim Zacatecas in Mexico and PDAC & AMEBC's RoundUp in
Vancouver.

Ms. Mohr is currently on the Board of Directors of Horizon Copper Corp. and TECH-X Resources
Inc., where she maintains a close interest in the outlook for critical minerals - vital for global
decarbonization through electric vehicles and renewable energy.Pat is a former Director of
Emissions Reduction Alberta (ERA) - channelling public funds into leading-edge R&D for GHG
mitigation as well as the Centre for Research & Innovation in the Bio-Economy (CRIBE & Nexfor) in
Ontario.

Ms. Mohr holds an Honours B.A. Degree and an M.A. Degree in Economics from The University of
British Columbia and was honoured to receive the 2021 ‘Robert Elver Award in Mineral Economics'
from the Canadian Institute of Mining, Metallurgy and Petroleum (CIM).

Prior to joining Scotiabank, Ms. Mohr spent a number of years with Alberta Energy Company Ltd.
in Calgary (which later became EnCana) and with CP Ships and Canadian Pacific Bermuda Ltd.
(bulk shipping) in London, England, as Corporate Economist. Pat began her career as a mineral
economist with Natural Resources Canada in Ottawa (previously called the Department of Energy,
Mines and Resources).
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Ajai Sehgal
BSc. MEng. CD.

Ajai Sehgal joined IKS Health in August 2025 as its first Chief Al Officer. Previously, Ajai was Mayo
Clinic's Chief Data & Analytics Officer from December 2020 until retiring in November 2024, with
a focus on enabling the ethical use of Mayo Clinic's 159 years of data to inform the evolution of
medicine and the development of future cures for the benefit of all of humanity. He was
additionally appointed Chair, Digital Technology - Center for Digital Health in January 2024. Ajai
has extensive experience in data, analytics, and Al based product and technology with global scale.
Ajai served as CTO/CIO for Eagleview from December 2017 until September 2020 and the
Chemistry Group as its CTO/CIO from January to December 2017 as well as Hootsuite as its
CTO/CIO from 2014 to 2017, leading Data & Analytics, Software Engineering, IT, Security, and
Operations. Prior to Hootsuite, he spent 16 years with the Royal Canadian Airforce before joining
Microsoft in Redmond WA. While at Microsoft, he helped found and scale Expedia from a small
group of 40 people within Microsoft into a new public company that became the world's largest
travel agency.

Wayne Li
BSc. BFA. MSc

Wayne K. Li is the James L. Oliver Professor, holding a joint position between the Colleges of
Design and Engineering at Georgia Institute of Technology. He leads joint teaching initiatives and
advances interdisciplinary collaboration between mechanical engineering and industrial design
through classes and the Innovation and Design Collaborative (IDC) and Design Bloc.

Li's research areas include ethnographic research, multidisciplinary online education, and human-
machine interaction in transportation design. His career spans industry and academia. Li has led
innovation and market expansion for Pottery Barn seasonal home products, taught in Stanford
University's design program, led interface development at Volkswagen of America's Electronics
Research Laboratory, and developed corporate brand and vehicle differentiation strategies at Ford
Motor Company. He has also worked as a product designer and mechanical engineer at IDEO
Product Development.

Li holds a Master of Science in Engineering from Stanford University, and undergraduate degrees in
Fine Arts in Design and Mechanical Engineering from the University of Texas at Austin. He has
additional continuing education in Industrial/Transportation Design from the College for Creative
Studies. Li has been in his current role at Georgia Tech since Fall 2010, while also operating as a
principal design consultant through Wayne Li Design since the same time.

APSC.UBC.CA



Faculty of Applied Science
Dean’s Advisory Council

July 2026 Member Bios

THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Faculty of Applied Science

Michael Jacobs

Michael Jacobs graduated in 1985 from the University of British Columbia with a Bachelor Degree
in Civil Engineering. After 18 months with the Engineering Department of the City of Vancouver, he
then completed his Master's Degree in Construction Management from Stanford University.
Michael Jacobs, P. Eng., currently serves as Chairman of The Board of the Emil Anderson Group. He
joined Emil Anderson Construction in 1988 as Project Manager for Dilworth Mountain Estates, a
750-acre residential development in Kelowna, B.C. In 1989 he founded Dilworth Quality Homes
Inc, a residential building company in the EA Group. He was appointed General Manager of Land
Development and Housing at EAC in 1996, promoted to Vice President in 1998 and President in
2004. He has extensive road building and heavy construction experience, and his project highlights
include the Sliding Centre and Ski Jump venues in Whistler for the 2010 Winter Olympics, road
and rail expansion at the Port of Prince Rupert, multiple highway projects in the Kicking Horse
Canyon, over 2500 new homes in the Okanagan and many prestigious hillside developments.

As part of his service to the community, Michael was a founding Member and President of the
Kelowna Chapter of the Urban Development Institute. He is also a past Director of the
Construction and Labour Relations Association, a MoTI Industry Advisor, a Trustee of the OE 115
Pension Plan and he previously served as Chair to the BC Roadbuilders and Heavy Construction
Association and the Kelowna Catholic School Council. In 2014, the Kelowna Chamber of
Commerce awarded Michael with the Business Leader of the Year award and in 2015, EAC was
recognized with the Chamber award for Best Large Business.

Michael was recently the Building Chair and a major funder to build a new wing and refurbish the
existing school for St. Joseph Elementary in Kelowna.

Amongst all his work, Michael Jacobs has been a tremendous supporter of the UBCO through the
Jacobs Family Bursary, contributions to the Engineering and Management Building, as a member of
the UBC Applied Science Dean's Advisory Council and actively participates in the UBCO
mentorship program.

Michael was a 2018 recipient of the Applied Science Dean’s Medal of Distinction and awarded a
UBC Alumni Builder Award in 2022.
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Greg D'Avignon

Greg is a recognized leader, connector, and collaborator with over 30 years of experience shaping
public policy, business strategy, and community initiatives across British Columbia and Canada.
His career spans senior leadership roles in both the private and public sectors, including global
and regulated industries and government, where he served the Minister of Justice and the Prime
Minister of Canada.

Greg specializes in policy and business innovation, with a strong commitment to advancing
economic reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. He provides strategic guidance to private sector
innovators in health, technology and the natural resource sectors. This includes acting for
Indigenous Nations, supporting energy, economic development, and infrastructure projects. His
work fosters self-determination, attracts capital investment, and enhances operational certainty
for both scaling and global businesses and Indigenous communities in Canada.

Before joining CSG, Greg spent 12 years as President and CEO of the Business Council of British
Columbia (BCBC), representing 250 of the province's leading firms across all sectors and post-
secondary institutions. Under his leadership, BCBC united businesses, governments, and
Indigenous Nations to develop solution-oriented public policies that drove investment, innovation,
and sustainable economic growth in British Columbia and beyond.

A University of British Columbia graduate, Greg remains actively engaged in the community. He
serves as Chair of the YMCA of B.C. and the boards of the Pacific Autism Family Network and B.C.
Achievement Foundation. His past leadership roles include Chair of the B.C. Cancer Foundation
and Academic Health Sciences Network, as well as one of seven members on the Premier's
COVID Advisory Council.

Greg's contributions have earned him the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal, and recognition as
one of Business in Vancouver's Top 500 Business Leaders, and a spot on Vancouver Magazine's
Power 50 list.
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Dr. Bob Schubak, P.Eng.

Bob Schubak is the Vice-President of Engineering at BC Hydro. He holds BASc (1984), MASc
(1986), and PhD (1991) degrees in Civil Engineering from UBC. From 1990 to 2007, Bob practised
as a consulting structural engineer, specializing in the investigation of structural and mechanical
failures and earthquake engineering. Bob joined BC Hydro in 2007, previously serving as
Structural Engineering Team Lead, Engineering Division Manager for Generation Civil Design, and
Director of Dam Safety where he was responsible for overseeing the program that manages the
condition, performance and overall safety of BC Hydro's dams. He took on the role on Vice-
President of Engineering in February of 2025.

As a member of the Dean's Advisory Council, Bob continues his long-standing interest and
engagement in engineering education. Bob has previously served as a lecturer and instructor of
civil and structural engineering at UBC and BCIT. In 2001, with three colleagues from the
consulting and university communities, he co-founded the Structural Engineers Association of
BC's Certificate in Structural Engineering continuing education program and remained active as
an instructor in that program through 2017. Bob formerly chaired the British Columbia Institute of
Technology's Civil Engineering Program Advisory Committee and currently sits on the University
of Victoria's Civil Engineering Advisory Council.

Bob is a member of the Executive Committee of CIGRE Canada and chairs the Canadian
Standards Association S910.1 Oversight Committee on Climate Change Adaptation of Dams. He
was named as a Fellow of the Canadian Society for Civil Engineering in 2008.
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